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German questions and recommendations to 
Myanmar
German National Statement
Mr. President,

Germany welcomes the delegation of Myanmar to the UPR. 

Germany notes with satisfaction the participation of Civil Society from Myanmar in the preparation to this UPR-Session and encourages the Government of Myanmar to draw on these resources to strengthen the national human rights environment. 

Germany also welcomes that Myanmar signed the ICESCR in 2015 and urges a swift ratification. 

Germany wishes to offer the following recommendations:

· Ratify all core human rights conventions, especially ICCPR, CAT and ICESCR. 
· Release all political prisoners. 
· Eliminate discrimination of and violence against religious minorities including by bringing national legislation such as the “Laws on Protection of Race and Religion” and the 1982 citizenship act in accordance with International Human Rights obligations, and establish an effective birth registration system guaranteeing universal access to education and other government services.
· Ease tensions in rural areas by developing an effective land registration system with a clear complaints handling mechanism.

Thank you, Mr. President.
Questions Submitted in Advance:
· What measures will be applied to guarantee free, fair and overall elections on 8th November 2015? How will the Government of Myanmar assure the participation of minorities, IDP´s and others without proper papers and people affected by severe floods?

· The Rakhine Investigation Commission has recommended in its report of 22nd April 2013 to take effective legal action against political parties and individuals that promote racial hate and tensions. Why did the Government of Myanmar not follow these recommendations and left organisations like Ma Ba Tha and its leader untouched, although they spread hate messages via social media in the country?

· Germany would like to ask how many persons remain imprisoned for political reasons in Myanmar as of today and ask for their urgent release.
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