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Mr. President,
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ukraine would like to note the progress gained in the sphere of the human rights protection since Lebanon presented its first National report back in 2010.
We are pleased to note that Lebanon is the first Arab country to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture. 
Current developments in the neighboring Syria strongly affect political, security, economic and humanitarian situation in Lebanon. This includes enormous flow of Syrian refugees which burdens greatly Lebanese economy and social sphere. We are confident that Lebanon should not be left alone in meeting this challenge, and further international assistance is needed.
Ukraine would like to make the following recommendations: the Government of Lebanon should continue making practical steps aimed at the development of the institutional and human rights infrastructure to better implement its human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law.
Thank you, Mr. President.

