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Questions and Recommendations to Georgia
German National Statement
Thank you, Mr President,

Germany would like to thank the Georgian delegation for the presentation of its national report.

Mr President,

In recent years, the world has witnessed considerable progress in Georgia, including in the areas Germany’s recommendations had previously focused on: Overall, the media enjoys freedom of the press and the situation for independent journalism has improved. However, a recent court case adjudicating the ownership and management of a TV channel gives reason for concern.
While institutions to protect and guarantee human rights have been established, the participation of minorities and of women in the political process still needs improvement.
In the area of labor rights, Germany welcomes legislation passed in June 2013, which is in line with ILO standards. However, the law is still not always successfully implemented, leading to continued complaints about working conditions and health concerns in many companies, including in state-owned enterprises. 

Germany would like to offer the following recommendations to Georgia:
· Adopt concrete measures to encourage a stronger participation of women and ethnic minorities in political decision-making processes. 
· Continue efforts to enhance social dialogue, as well as to ensure adequate protection and promotion of economic rights of the labor force, e.g. through the establishment of an efficient labor inspection mechanism with executive powers.
· Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

Thank you, Mr President.

Questions submitted in advance:
· What measures has the Georgian government undertaken to advance the participation of women and ethnic minorities in the political process in Georgia, given the relatively low numbers of female representatives and representatives of ethnic minorities in the national parliament as well as in the institutions of local self-governance, and what have been the results of these measures?

· How does the Georgian government assess the effectiveness of the newly established labor inspection, and what measures are being undertaken to ensure that the number of enterprises taking part in the voluntary monitoring process is increasing?

· As far as we are aware, the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission (TSPC) under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister of Georgia has only met once since the current government took office. How does the Georgian government view the role of the TSPC in efforts to enhance social dialogue, and which other measures is the government undertaking to ensure the advancement of the social dialogue in Georgia?
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