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Mr. President,
We thank the Austrian delegation for its National report.
 

We commend Austria for creating a special system tailored to the needs of unaccompanied minor refugees; for issuing new regulations concerning free legal counseling to asylum seekers; for achieving the reorganization of the system of pre-removal detention; and for the measures taken in the fight against racism, discrimination and xenophobia.

 

However, Brazil believes that additional measures should be taken to collect and generate disaggregated data on manifestations of racism and discrimination with a view to evaluating the situation regarding minority, racial, and ethnic groups in Austria.

 

As a contribution to Austria's ongoing effort in the promotion and protection of human rights, Brazil would like to make the following recommendations:

1) to provide proper assistance for the increasing number of unaccompanied minor refugees during their initial reception in Austria; and

 

2) to consider issuing, upon request, provisional work permits in favor of asylum seekers.

Thank you.
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