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Statement by Norway.

: Norway welcomes the delegation from Australla and commends Australian efforts in the promotion
of human rights. domestlcally and mternatlonally Norway appreciates the comprehenswe and tlmely '
tabling of the Australlan national report in preparation for this review. We also recognize the

¥ mdependent contrlbutlon to this hearmg from the Australian Human nghts Commission and the
" multitude of other organlsatlons who have presented their views and assessments in the process

B Ieadlng up to UPR. R

. ‘Whlle recogmzmg Australla s important role in dealing with the global refugee crisis, Norway remains
: 'concerned about the reported procedures and conditions for asylum seekers, mcludlng those
X detained in offshore processing centres in Nauru ‘and Papua New Guinea . Furthermore, Norway is
i concerned that the reported enhanced screening procedures conducted at sea do not give asylum
g seekers a genume opportunlty to make a claim for protectlon and that proper con5|deratlon may not
' be given to Australia’ s non- -refoulement obligations. Norway recommends that asylum seekers’
 claimsare processed in accordance with the UN Refugee Convention and that detention occurs only '
~when necessary, for a minimal period and that access to Jud|C|al oversnght of detention i is ‘ensured.

v 'Norway notes that mdngenous peoples are stIII reported to experience d|scr|m|nat|on and socio-
" economic dlsadvantage Furthermore, a disproportionately high rate of incarceration of |nd|genous

-~ people remains a critical issue for Australia. Norway recommends that Australia adopt the

recommendation by the UN Commlttee agalnst Torture to review mandatory sentencmg laws witha
- view to abolishing them..

Fmally, we recommend Australla to begm a consultative process towards adoption of a Natlonal
“Action Plan on busmess and human rlghts



