'STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF
JAMAICA AT THE 22°¢° SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC

REVIEW - | ' /;;

(13 May 2015, Geneva)

'Mzr. Vice President,

1. Botswana warmly welcomes the delegatidn of Jamaica to
their second UPR. We thank them for the presentation of their

national report.

2. We commend Jamaica for the implementation of many

recommendations accepted at their last review. In particular, we

'weléorhe the ratification of ' the.' Optional, Protocol to the-

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the Sale of
children, child pl"OStltuthl‘l and "child pornography, and the

'enactment of laws which address child pornography and child

prostitution. -

3. We note with ‘appreciation measures taken to promote and

- protect women’s righis and erisure gender equality. In addition,

measures taken. to ,add_ress gendef' based. violence ahd
representatibn of Womén in public and polifical spheres are also
cOmmendablé. In that regard, we encourage Jémaica to finalise
and fuily implémént’ its National Strategic Plan of Action to
Eliminate Gender-based Violence (NSPA-GBV). | .

4, In 2013, Jamaica strengthened her Trafficking in Persons

(Prevention, Suppression and Punishment) Act, to combat

1




traff1ck1ng in persons. However we are concerned about reports
of 1nadequate 1mp1ementatlon of the Act. In this regard, we
| encourage _Jamat_ca to step up efforts to combat trafficking of
persons, .and ensure that-'ail perpetrators of trafﬁcking in persons
are' brought to - justice; and prov1de adequate protect1on '

reparat1on and rehab111tat10n to the v1ct1ms

5. We are also concerned about reports of threats V:iolent'
assaults and killings of human rights defenders in Jamaica, and
that human rlghts defenders often do not get protectmn from the |

Jamaican author1t1es
6.. Botswana recommends that Jamaica:

a) ratify the Rome S_tatut-e of the International Criminal 'Court_
(ICC). and accede to its Agreement on the Pri_vileges and.-

Immunities;

b) enact and 1mp1ement Iaws pol101es and. measures ‘to
| recogmze and protect human rlghts defenders and ensure
prompt thorough and 1mpart1a1 1nvest1gat10n of all

' v1olat10ns against them

7. We \msh Jamatca a successful review and adopt1on of their

~ UPR report




