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Staternent by Montenegro |

Montenegro Weleomes [head of delegatlon] and the delegation of Belarus

‘We welcome the W1llmgn_ess demonstrated_ by_th_e Bela_:rus authorities to engage ,
- and cooperate with special procedures of th¢ Human Rights Council. In this
regard, Montenegro encourages Belarus to fully cooperate with the Special

- rapporteur for Belarus 1nclud1ng by grantmg h1m access into the country at the .
earhest -

It is encouraging that Belarus is cornnutted to the gradual abolltlon of the death -
penalty and that the legislation of Belarus establishes more strlngent restrictions
on the use of this type of punishment. We encourage Belarus to join all other
European countrles in abohshmg death sentences and execuuons

We note Wlth concern the continued lack of respect for the freedom of ,
expression and assembly which often results in imposition of prosecution,

arbitrary detention, arrest, restrictions and harassment of civic and political
activists, Could the delegation of Belarus elaborate on the steps that the.

Government plans to take towards promotmg the freedom of expressmn and"
assembly? -

- Montenegro makes followmg recommendat1ons to the Government of Belarus:

l) to estabhsh an immediate ofﬁ(nal moratorlum on the use of the death penalty
- W1th aview to abohshmg 1t

2) 6 accede to and fully ahgn its national 1eg1slat1on w1th the Rome Statute E
of the Internattonal Cr1m1nal Court (ICC) '
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