STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF
BELARUS AT THE 22> SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL
PERIODIC REVIEW

(4 May 201 5 Geneva)
Mr. President,
1. Botswana warmly Welcomes the - Delegation of Belarus to

' 'thelr second UPR and thanks them for the 1nformat1ve natlonal

report

2. Slnce the1r last rev1ew Belarus has undertaken 1eg1s1at1ve _

and pohcy measures to protect and promote human rights.. These

include the enactment of the code of crv11 procedure, the-

Traff1ck1ng in Persons Act; laws on. the development of a Juvenlle[
N Justlce system as well as on addressmg drug traff1ck1ng and drug B

- abuse problems arnongst chrldren and young people

7 3.7 We commend Belarus for measures taken to achleve the I
N MDGs 1, 2 3 and 4 W1th1n the appomted trme frame '
4. Desplte thlS notable progress, there are st111 a number of
~areas with some serious concerns These 1nclude reports of mass -

arrests of protestors dUrmg demonstrat1ons followmg the

L Pres1dent1al electlons in December 2010; torture or 111 treatment_k .

'of 1nd1v1duals durmg detentlon and other Vlolatlons of crv11 and
pol1t1cal rlghts, 1nclud1ng sexual V1olence ' agalnst Women
detainees by 1nmates and o_ff1c1_als. in’ places of_, detent1on, and
restrictions on freedoms of expressmn and .'association. '
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e (a)‘-,"-raufy the Rome Statute of the Internatronal Crlmmal Court :

o (ICC) and 1ts Agreement on Pr1v11eges and Immun1t1es

' I[b')_.'7.'fi"1nvest1gate all allegations of torture and 111 treatment in

"_-'-"-',-_'detenuon fac111t1es and ta.ke approprlate measures to- Lo

o brmg Perpetrators to JuStlce

- 6 | We WlSh Belarus a successful reV1ew and adoptlon of the1r- -
S UPR report L 3 ' R



