HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  - 21ST SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL  PRIODIC REVIEW  WORKING GROUP-  (19-30 JANUARY 2015)  -  STATEMENT OF THE DELEGATION OF GHANA ON THE SECOND CYCLE REVIEW OF SWEDEN READ BY MR EBENEZER APPREKU, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, ON MONDAY 26 JANUARY 2015
I thank you Mr/Madam President for giving me the floor.

Ghana welcomes the distinguished Delegation of Sweden and commends its commitment to the UPR process.

Ghana further applauds Sweden for her membership of many important UN human rights instruments. We are also pleased to note that in many respects Sweden endeavours to honour the legacy of the famous Swedish legend, Raoul Wallenberg who dedicated his life to the cause of human rights, including the protection of minorities regardless of race, ethnicity or religion.
However, in the light of concerns expressed by Human rights treaty bodies such as the CERD and the CAT as well as by other relevant stakeholders, Ghana wishes to make the following recommendations for the consideration of Sweden:

1. To establish a national independent human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles

2. To restore the term ‘race’  as a ground of discrimination in accordance with ICERD
3. To continue its meritorious efforts to prosecute  violent hate crimes, including racist and xenophobic crimes including hate crimes against migrant communities and afrophobic discrimination and violence and increase the rate of prosecutions

4. To adopt a definition  of torture under Swedish law that conforms to the definition under the Convention against Torture
I thank you Mr/Madam  President
