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Mr. President,

We warmly welcome the distinguished delegation of Sweden and thank for the presentation of the national report under the second cycle of the UPR.

We commend measures to strengthen the regulatory and institutional mechanisms in the field of human rights, including the implementation of national action plans, establishment of the Equality Ombudsman, improvement of legislation to combat discrimination, as well as the adoption of a strategy for the integration of Roma.

However, the UN treaty bodes have expressed concern at hate speech on racial and religious grounds by some far right politicians in the media, attacks on members of religious minorities and their places of worship, the level of sexual violence, methods used in coercive treatment of people with mental disabilities,  realization of major industrial and other activities in traditional Sami territories without respecting their right to give free and informed consent.

In view of the above, our delegation makes the following recommendations :

1. Take effective measures to combat hate speech on racial and religious grounds in the media and on the Internet, to bring to justice the perpetrators of hate speech;

2. Amend legislation to prohibit the activities of organizations which promote and incite to racial and religious hatred;

3. Remove reservations to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children and child pornography in order to ensure full implementation of these key international instruments;

4. Consider ratification of ILO Conventions on decent work for domestic workers (№189) and Indigenous Peoples (№169).

Thank you.
