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Thank you, Mr. President,

we welcome the progress made by the Government of Lesotho since the last UPR, for example in the fields of child protection, elimination of discrimination against women and political participation of women. We commend Lesotho’s systematic efforts to implement the UPR recommendations received by establishing a Coordinating Committee.
Nevertheless, Germany remains concerned about continued high prevalence of violence against women, including domestic and sexual violence, issues of discrimination and non-equality. Children in Lesotho also continue to face challenges including sexual abuse, forced child/early marriage, child labor. We therefore encourage Lesotho to enhance its efforts in these critical fields and to enforce a climate free of violence and discrimination.
1. Germany recommends that Lesotho establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty, commute all death sentences to terms of imprisonment and ensure rigorous compliance in all death penalty cases with international standards for fair trials.
2. Germany recommends that the Government of Lesotho further promote and enforce the principle of non-discrimination, particularly by suspending its reservation to Article 2 of the CEDAW-Convention and ending discrimination of women in the fields of property and inheritance law.
3. Germany recommends that Lesotho prioritize the adoption and enactment of the Domestic Violence Bill and put in place comprehensive measures to prevent and address gender-based violence, including the establishment of institutions for support of victims of domestic violence.
4. Germany recommends that Lesotho ratify the third Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, fully implement the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act, and ensure effective law enforcement. 
Thank you, Mr. President.

Questions in advance:

1. Germany wishes to follow up on its recommendation made in 2010 regarding enhanced measures on child protection. We therefore enquire whether the child labor situation has improved after the introduction of the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act? Can the Government specify how many investigations and criminal proceedings have been launched against persons who were or are employing children in illegal work relationships?
2. Germany wishes to enquire about the measures taken or planned by the Government to combat and prevent domestic violence, and in particular to increase awareness on the issue in the population. What legal consequences do perpetrators of domestic violence face and how are they implemented? 
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