STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF LESOTHO AT THE 21ST SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 
(21 January 2015, Geneva)
1. Mr. President, Botswana warmly welcomes the Delegation of the Kingdom of Lesotho led by His Excellency Haae Phoofolo, Minister of Law, Human Rights and Constitutional Affairs to their second UPR. We thank them for the informative national report. 
2. We note with appreciation legislative and policy measures undertaken since their last review. The enactment of a number of laws dealing with trafficking of persons and protection of children is commendable. Also commendable are measures taken to promote gender equality, poverty alleviation, and combating gender based-violence.
3. Lesotho has experienced political and constitutional challenges over the past years and undertook concerted efforts to address these challenges. In this regard, we applaud Lesotho for the constitutional normalcy that followed the political unrest in August 2014. Political stability and tolerance are prerequisites for the enjoyment of human rights and civil liberties. We wish Lesotho successful and peaceful elections this February.
4. We note reports of children under the minimum work age of 15 years being engaged in domestic service, street vending and in agriculture. We also note challenges faced by Lesotho in providing adequate health care facilities and services. We note the Kingdom’s commitment in combating HIV/AIDS and reducing maternal and infant mortality. Increased international cooperation and assistance are crucial in realising Lesotho’s human rights agenda in general.
5. Botswana makes two recommendations:
a) Strengthen measures to protect children from the worst forms of labour, and ensure full implementation of the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act;
b) Implement policies and plans aimed at improving maternal and child health, and ensure equitable access to health services to effectively address maternal and infant mortality.

6. We wish Lesotho a successful review and adoption of their UPR report.
I thank you!
1

