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Statement by H.E. Sabine Böhlke-Möller, Ambassador/Permanent Representative during the Interactive Debates on the Universal Periodic Review of Lesotho, 21 January 2015, 14h30 – 18h00

Thank you Mr. President,
Namibia welcomes the delegation of Lesotho to the 21st Session of the UPR and commends Lesotho on the significant efforts made to implement the recommendations, which it received during the first review cycle, despite several challenges, which the country faced. 
The passing of the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act (CPWA) 2011, which, aims to enhance, promotion, protection and realization of rights and welfare of children in Lesotho, is especially noteworthy.  
Namibia further commends Lesotho on the continued progress made to reduce poverty in the country by paying social grants to the old-aged and orphans and vulnerable children. 
Namibia recommends the following:  

1. That Lesotho considers amending discriminatory provisions and administrative regulations, relating to family, marriage, divorce and share of marital property, with the aim to eliminating discrimination against women. 
2. That Lesotho suitably addresses the disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS on women and girls by increasing its efforts to further reduce the number of women and girls affected by the HIV pandemic and to increase prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV and AIDS.
We wish Lesotho all the best during their review. 
I thank you Mr. President   
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