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Universal Periodic Review of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 20 January 2015

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia warmly welcomes the delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.  
Estonia notes with satisfaction that the Government of the Lao PDR has made progress in women’s participation at the political level, including in the National Assembly and in the involvement of women in government and local administration at all levels; there have also been positive developments in the EU - Lao People’s Democratic Republic Human Rights dialogue last year. We encourage intensifying the efforts in protecting women and children against any kind of violence, including by full implementation of the adopted laws and policies. We note with concern that violence against children in the home remains common and that some teachers use physical punishment as a means of discipline. 

While acknowledging the progress in some aspects compared to the previous UPR cycle, such as the ratification of the Convention against Torture Estonia still notes deficiencies in practice of basic political and civil rights, inter alia in freedom of expression and Internet freedom. 

Estonia would like to make the following recommendations: 

· 1) To ensure freedom of expression and media freedom, including internet freedom  by bringing its national legislation fully in line with international standards, including by decriminalizing defamation,  misinformation and related offences in relevant national laws; 

· 2) To acknowledge and guarantee the indigenous peoples’ rights including by fully engaging indigenous peoples of the country in decision-making in all the matters that affect them.

· 3) to accede to and fully align its national legislation with the Rome Statute of the ICC (International Criminal Court) and to accede to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court (APIC)
We would like to wish the delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic a successful review meeting. 

Thank you!
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