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UPR of Lao PDR

Norwegian Statement

President, 

Norway recognizes the efforts the Lao People’s Democratic Republic has made towards attaining the standards of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESR). In 2010, Lao PDR accepted Norway’s recommendations on maternal and child mortality and access to education. Although progress has been made, challenges remain. Increased prioritisation of the attainment of the right to health and the right to education is key on the way to reaching the goal of becoming a middle-income country. It is also key in counteracting the increasing socio-economic differences. We welcome Lao PDR’s efforts so far, and encourage continued focus also on achieving the off-track MDGs.
Norway remains concerned about the situation of freedom of expression in Lao PDR, including the recent adoption of an Internet decree that significantly restricts freedom of expression online.
 

Norway would like to take this opportunity to provide three recommendations to Lao PDR:  


First, Norway recommends that Lao PDR enable independent local and international NGOs, including international human rights organisations, to freely register and to operate in accordance with international law and standards.

Second, Norway recommends that Lao PDR, before the end of 2016, extend a standing invitation to the special rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression as well as to the working group on enforced or involuntary disappearances, 

Finally, Norway recommends that Lao PDR impose an immediate de jure moratorium on executions, with a view to the complete abolition of the death penalty for all crimes.
Thank you. 
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