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Statement by Mrs G. Pickering, Legal Attaché during the Interactive Debates on the Universal Periodic Review of Kiribati, 19 January 2015, 14h30 – 18h00

Thank you Mr. President,
Namibia welcomes the delegation of Kiribati to the 21st Session of the UPR and commends Kiribati on the steps taken since the last review to put in place policies and legislation for the promotion and protection of the human rights of their people, especially the Children, Young Persons and Family Welfare Act 2013; the Education Act 2013; as well as the Amendment of the Constitution to establish the Ministry of Women, Youth and Social Affairs. 
Namibia also commends Kiribati on the National Approach to Eliminating Sexual and Gender Based Violence (ESGBV) in Kiribati through the Policy and Action Plan for 2011-2021, and wishes the people of Kiribati success with the implementation of this Action Plan. 
Namibia recommends the following:  
1. That Kiribati considers accession to the major international human rights instrument which it is not yet State party to, including: ICERD, ICESCR, ICCPR, ICCPR-OP 2, and CAT. 
2. That Kiribati takes all measures necessary to eliminate discrimination against women in all areas, including access to land and employment, as well as economic and political participation.
We wish Kiribati all the best during their review. 

I thank you Mr. President   
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