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Mr President,

Sweden wishes to welcome the delegation and express our thanks for the information related to our advance questions.
According to the national law of Guinea the legal age for marriage is 21 years for men and 17 years for women. Despite national law, local traditions and practices allow marriage at younger age. There have been cases, particularly in rural areas, where girls as young as 11 have been married off. Child marriages threaten the health and lives of young girls in Guinea and limits their future prospects.

Hundreds of people were killed and injured, and hundreds of women raped during the Guinea Stadium Massacre in September 2009 in Conakry. In the aftermath, a UN-led International Commission of Inquiry recommended that the Government should take appropriate measures to respond to the events. The Guinean Government launched an investigation led by a panel of judges. Five years on, it has been confirmed that not one single persecution has taken place. 
-Sweden recommends Guinea to observe the national law for all young girls with regards to the legal age of marriage and take firm action to prevent young girls from becoming victims of forced and early marriage, particularly in rural areas.

-Sweden recommends Guinea to take immediate and concrete steps for justice and fight against impunity for the crimes and human rights violations that were committed against unarmed civilians in Conakry in 2009.
Thank you, Mr. President
