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German National Statement
Mr. President,

Germany thanks the Government of Guinea for its national report and acknowledges progress made in addressing critical governance and human rights problems that had persisted in the country for long-time. We particularly commend Guinea for its tireless efforts in the fight against Ebola and express our sincere sympathy to the victims and their families. We furthermore appreciate progress achieved since the last UPR in terms of gender equality, combatting violence against women and promoting the reform of the judicial system. We encourage Guinea to further pursue this process. 

At the same time, we are concerned about issues where the Government could improve its human rights record. According to the CAT, Guinea still suffers from incidents of excessive and disproportionate use of force, especially on occasions of political demonstrations and social unrest. There are also continued reports on incidents of acts of torture committed by security forces. Proper investigations of such human rights violations and in cases of abuse prosecution of perpetrators are key to stop notorious impunity.

Therefore, we are offering the following recommendations to the Government of Guinea:

1. Germany recommends to the Government to fully guarantee freedom of expression and establishment of a national observatory for demonstrations, in particular with a view to elections.

2. Germany recommends to Guinea to further emphasize the prevention of excessive use of force through security forces, especially in the handling of protests and demonstrations, including adequate training of security forces. We also recommend to Guinea to ensure prompt and effective investigations into allegations of excessive use of force, enforcement of judicial summons and prosecution of abuses committed. 

3. Germany recommends to Guinea to ensure and enforce prevention of all acts of torture, impartial investigation by independent courts and prosecution of committed perpetrators. In this regard Germany recommends to the Government reviewing the status of implementation into domestic law of the Convention against Torture and to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

4. Germany further recommends to Guinea to take further steps to promote national reconciliation and transitional justice, in particular with a view to complete investigation and prosecution of grave human rights violations committed in the 2009 massacre, and to establish a mechanism for better assistance of victims and witnesses.

Thank you, Mr. President
Questions in advance:

1. Although measures have been taken to combat violence against women and girls, violence against women and girls, in particular FGM, is still widespread in the country at an alarming rate. The German Delegation is interested whether further steps have been taken by the Government of Guinea in order to prevent and punish incidents of sexual and gender-based violence.

2. Germany acknowledges efforts made with regard to employment protection for women. However, many Guinean women face great difficulties concerning their participation in the labor market. In this context, we would like to ask the government of Guinea which measures are planned in order to establish a structured and coherent action plan for promoting the employment of women, especially in political and public life?
3. Germany is further concerned about the disparity in schooling between boys and girls, between rural and urban environments and that one third of children remain completely deprived of access to education. We would like to know which measures are taken or planned to improve access to education?
4. Finally, Germany is concerned about reports regarding hostility towards homosexuals in Guinea. What kind of measures has the Government taken or is it planning to take in response to this development?
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