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Statement by H.E. Sabine Böhlke-Möller, Ambassador/Permanent Representative during the Interactive Debates on the Universal Periodic Review of Republic of Madagascar, 03 November 2014, 09h00 – 12h30
Thank you Mr. President,

My delegation warmly welcomes H.E. ……………………and his/her delegation to the 20th UPR Working Group Session.  
Namibia would like to congratulate the delegation of Madagascar on the excellent presentation of its national report. Namibia commends Madagascar on the remarkable efforts it has made since 2010 to recover from the effects of the political crises it experienced from 2009-2013, especially their efforts to protect women and children. We take note of the hampering effect these events had on the implementation of some of the recommendations accepted by Madagascar during its UPR in 2010. 
Namibia further commends Madagascar for the inclusion of the clauses prohibiting torture and ill treatment in the 2010 Constitution as well as the adoption of the legislation establishing the Independent National Human Rights Commission during June 2014.
Namibia encourages Madagascar to continue its efforts to ensure full realization of the rights of women and to align their domestic laws with human rights instruments, which Madagascar is a State party to and makes the following recommendations:
1. That Madagascar continues to maintain efforts towards ensuring free primary education for all Madagascan children and promotes the right of the girl-child to education;
2. That Madagascar considers introducing a de jure moratorium on the death penalty with the view to abolish the death penalty.
I thank you Mr President. 
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