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STATEMENT


Universal Periodic Review of Kazakhstan 30 October 2014.

Statement by Norway.

Norway thanks the delegation of Kazakhstan for the presentation of their national report, and for their cooperation regarding the UPR process.

We welcome the efforts made, in association with Prison Reform International, to reform the prison system and introduce programmes for the reintegration of former convicts into society. This is a good example for the region, and its momentum should be maintained. The adoption of a national preventive mechanism against torture is a further positive step towards humanizing the penitentiary system. 

We also welcome the work done to amend legislation to protect vulnerable members of society, including children, disabled persons and women. We recommend that efforts be made to maintain this process and ensure that these changes are enacted in practice, for example through the greater representation of women in decision-making processes.

Norway remains concerned about the deterioration of freedom of speech in Kazakhstan since the previous UPR. We are particularly concerned about the restrictions on independent media and the further criminalization of libel. We recommend the Government to counter the trend of repressing free speech, including restrictions on media outlets, and to take concrete steps to meet its obligation to create an environment that fosters freedom of expression.

The legislation with regard to peaceful assembly is largely in keeping with international norms, but the discrepancy between applications for peaceful gatherings and the number of events permitted is large. Norway recommends that steps be taken to ensure that the right to peaceful assembly is not hindered.

Kazakhstan has taken many laudable steps, often followed by concrete and energetic action, in a variety of fields. While Norway strongly encourages the pursuit of these efforts, they do not outweigh the poor and deteriorating situation with regards to fundamental civil and political liberties, such as the freedom of speech, the freedom of assembly and association and the right to participate in free elections. 
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