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Montenegro warmly welcomes [head of delegation] and the delegation of Republic of Italy. We thank you for your comprehensive presentation. 

Montenegro would like to praise Italy for its decision to place the abolition of the death penalty as a top human rights foreign policy priority. We welcome the efforts of the Government and its firm commitment to take forward this battle and seek to increase consensus of the UN member states in that regard. 
We welcome the recent ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and the establishment of the National Authority of the Rights of Detainees. In this context, we would ask the Delegation to elaborate on the activities taken to address the issues of prison overcrowding and of respect for fundamental rights of detainees and prisoners.
Montenegro welcomes the establishment of national institutions and the adoption of several documents aimed at the elimination of discrimination, sexual and gender based violence. We would appreciate if the Delegation could elaborate on the results achieved so far in promoting equality and combating gender and sexual based violence?    

Montenegro would like to make the following recommendations to the Government of Italy: 

1. to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Communications Procedure
2. to ratify the Optional Protocol to International Covenant to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Mr President, to conclude Montenegro would like to offer its best wishes to the Government and people of Republic of Italy in their efforts towards promoting and protecting human rights at all levels. Thank you. 
