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Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia very warmly welcomes the delegation of the Italian Republic to the UPR’s 20 session. We thank Italy for their work in preparing the report presented earlier and also for the additional information given in the opening speech.
We acknowledge Italy’s progress in many human rights areas since the last UPR and in the implementation of the previous UPR recommendations. Among other steps we are pleased to note the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OP-CAT) in 2013, and commend the most recent steps taken by Italy to incorporate into its domestic law the crime of torture as defined in article 1 of the Convention against Torture (CAT). Estonia further welcomes the establishment of the Authority for the protection of childhood and adolescence acting as the children’s ombudsman, in 2011.
We would like to highlight Italy’s actions beyond its area of responsibility in rescue activities at sea, ensuring the rescue of irregular migrants onto Italian territory. Estonia notes with appreciation the fact that Italy has taken initiative and in October 2013 launched operation “Mare Nostrum” to deal with the humanitarian emergency deriving from the exceptional arrival of irregular migrants on the Central Mediterranean route.

Estonia further appreciates Italy’s efforts in tackling and fighting against violence against women, including by ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on the prevention and the fight against gender and domestic violence in 2013. We encourage Italy to continue with taking all necessary measures to protect the rights of women in Italy, especially to strengthen women’s representation in leadership roles and decision-making positions in political bodies. 
Estonia would like to recommend to the Government of Italy:

· to fully align its national legislation with the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), including by incorporating provisions to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes effectively before its national courts, and to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute of the ICC.
We would like to wish the delegation of Italy a successful review meeting. 
Thank you!
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