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Mr President,

Sweden wishes to welcome the delegation and express our thanks for the information related to our advance questions.
Sweden notes with deep concern that the access of women to their human rights in Iraq is in many areas insufficient. While important to try to counter consequences of existing inequality in Iraq, problems also need to be addressed from the core. During the past year a great number of the population in Iraq has become displaced, which highlights numerous human rights challenges. The Government of Iraq needs to put aside political differences between political parties and entities and focus on how to alleviate the plight of the internally displaced persons. 
-Sweden recommends Iraq to improve the situation for and empower women and girls, by creating a more non-discriminatory environment, ensuring equal representation and the right to education, as well as addressing issues such as gender based violence, including honor crimes, FGM and child marriage.
-Sweden recommends Iraq to allocate substantial funds for addressing the situation of the internally displaced persons and refugees to international organizations and NGOs.
-Sweden recommends Iraq to put into place and build the capacity of an independent Human Rights Commission to highlight human rights violations.

Thank you, Mr. President
