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Statement by H.E. Sabine Böhlke-Möller, Ambassador/Permanent Representative during the Interactive Debates on the Universal Periodic Review of Republic of Iraq, 03 November 2014, 14h30 – 18h00
Thank you Mr. President,

My delegation warmly welcomes H.E. ……………………and his/her delegation to the 20th  UPR Working Group Session. 
Namibia would like to congratulate the delegation of Iraq on the excellent presentation of their national report. Namibia takes note, with concern, of the crisis facing the Iraqi government with the insurgence of the ISIL and associated armed groups in Iraq. Namibia commends Iraq on the action taken to combat the manifestation of these sectarian and ethnic divisions and encourages the government of Iraq to strengthen its efforts to ensure the protection of the rights of its entire people and to rebuild the country and create platforms for national reconciliation. 
Namibia commends Iraq on its efforts after its first UPR, to ratify the Convention Against Torture, and withdrawing the reservation on article 9 of the CEDAW.

Namibia encourages Iraq to continue its efforts to investigate impartially any alleged violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights, and to prosecute those responsible for such violations and provide remedies to the victims and recommends the following:

1. That Iraq maintain efforts towards ensuring the full domestic implementation of the provisions of the CEDAW and align all domestic laws with human rights instruments, which Iraq is a State party to;
2. That Iraq considers introducing a de jure moratorium on the death penalty with the view to abolish the death penalty.
I thank you Mr President. 
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