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Mr President,

Sweden wishes to welcome the delegation and express our thanks for the information related to our advance questions.
Sweden welcomes the continuous pledge of President Rouhani for less media censorship, less Internet filtering and less of a security-oriented atmosphere in society in general. However, the human rights situation in Iran still remains severe. Sweden notes with serious concern the reported discrimination, both in law and practice, against ethnic and religious minorities in general.
- Sweden recommends Iran to take measures to ensure non-discrimination in law and in practice against ethnic and religious minorities, including arbitrary detention and exclusion from higher education and government employment, as well as governmental interference in private employment, against persons belonging to the Baha’i community.
-Sweden recommends Iran to end its severe restrictions and surveillance of the Internet, hence guaranteeing free, unrestricted and full-speed access for all its citizens to Internet and Social Media.

-Sweden recommends Iran to cease its censorship of the media, as well as the intimidation, harassment and arbitrary detention of journalists, and to provide guarantees for the right to freedom of expression and the freedom of the media.
-Sweden recommends Iran to give immediate and unfettered access of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation for human rights in Iran.
Thank you, Mr. President
