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Universal Periodic Review of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
31 October 2014
Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia welcomes the high level delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran to its second UPR. 
Estonia would like to encourage Iran to fully cooperate with the Human Rights Council’s special procedures, including the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran.
While we welcome Iran’s efforts to help increase the presence of women in political, social and cultural life, Iran continues to permit discrimination and violence towards women. We are also concerned about the disregard of freedom of expression online/offline, and urge the Government to ensure the full protection of the rights of human rights defenders, journalists and online activists, to refrain from their detention, persecution and intimidation contrary to international obligations, and to release those imprisoned. We further note the importance of decriminalizing defamation and blasphemy.
Estonia recommends to the Government of Iran:
- to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 
signed by Iran;
We partially reiterate our first cycle recommendation to Iran to:
- extend a moratorium on death penalty and abolish the death penalty, and to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR (ICCPR-OP2);
Finally, we also reiterate our previous recommendations to Iran to:
- ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) ant its Optional Protocol (OP-CAT).
We wish the delegation of Iran a successful review meeting.
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