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Please Check Against Delivery
Statement by H.E. Sabine Böhlke-Möller, Ambassador/Permanent Representative during the Interactive Debates on the Universal Periodic Review of Fiji, 29 October 2014, 09h00 – 12h30

Mr. President,

My delegation warmly welcomes H.E Mr. ………………………………….,  Head of the delegation of Fiji to the 20th UPR Working Group Session. Namibia is pleased to be a member of the troika for this review. 
Namibia commends Fiji on the notable progress the country has made since its first UPR cycle in the spheres of civil and political rights. 
Namibia notes with satisfaction the other positive developments enumerated therein, especially those enhancing and strengthening human rights institutions.  The promulgation of a new Constitution on 06 September 2014, which amongst others provides for an independent judiciary, equal access to the law and unprecedented rights for every Fijian is particularly commendable. 
Namibia makes the following recommendations to Fiji:

1.
To consider establishing a Constitutional Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the Constitution, thereby ensuring that it is reflective of the will and aspirations of the citizens of Fiji, seeing that this might help to bring about a more stable political structure; 
2.
To consider ratifying the Optional Protocols to the CRC, which inter alia guard against a) the “Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict” and b) “The Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography”, which they have signed in 2005; and 
3.
To introduce a de jure moratorium on the death penalty under its Military Law with the view to ultimately abolish it. 
I thank you, Mr. President.   
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