Universal Periodic Review 20 – Bosnia and Herzegovina

Intervention by the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Mr. President,
The Netherlands would like to thank the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina for its introduction of the national report on the human rights situation.

The Netherlands welcomes the efforts made by the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina to improve the human rights situation. The Netherlands encourages the government in its necessary efforts to improve the judiciary system and to ensure full rights and equality for all nations, citizens and ethnic groups, as well as for members of all religious communities. The Netherlands understands that harmonization with the international standards is an ongoing and continuous process.
At the same time the Netherlands is concerned about the articles in the Constitution and the electoral law that are of a discriminatory nature by excluding persons other than Bosniaks, Croats and Serbs to be elected to the House of Peoples and the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Furthermore, the Netherlands would like to raise some issues of concern regarding the wearing down of state judicial institutions by continuous attempts to transfer jurisdictions to the two entities, the deterioration of freedom of media and assembly, the slow pace of prosecutions and the low conviction rates of perpetrators of sexual violence.
We would therefore like to make two recommendations:
1. The Netherlands  recommends the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina to amend its Constitution and the Election law to remove discrimination on the basis of ethnicity in politics, in line with the European Court of Human Rights judgments in Seeditsj and Fintsie versus Bosnia and Herzegovina and Aazra Zornietsj versus Bosnia and Herzegovina*.
2. The Netherlands recommends the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina to restrict the transfer of jurisdictions to the two entities, thus preventing further fragmentation of the judiciary in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
I thank you, Mr. President
*Sejdic and Finci versus Bosnia and Herzegovina and Azra Zornic versus Bosnia and Herzegovina

