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I thank you Mr President for the opportunity to address this session.

Ghana welcomes the distinguished delegation of the State of Qatar and commends Qatar for its commitment to the UPR Mechanism and wish them success.

Ghana commends the State of Qatar for the various initiatives taken to promote the culture of human rights such as the ‘Teach a Child’  programme. Ghana also commends Qatar for issuing standing invitation to all special procedures and for amending its criminal code to align it with the definition of torture under the Convention against Torture

Ghana would like to make the following recommendation for the consideration of Qatar

To decriminalize defamation as recommended by CAT

Ghana notes that Qatar has enacted legislative measures to make it illegal for sponsors to confiscate the passports of foreign workers and combat human trafficking . Nonetheless, concerning the recruitment and treatment of foreign workers and migrants, Ghana urges Qatar to take further urgent steps to address the concerns raised in paragraphs 41 to 43 and 56 to 75 of document  A/HRC/WG.6/19/QAT/3 dated 7 February 2014 as well as paragraphs 50 to 55 of the compilation of the OHCHR (document A/HRC/WG.6/19/QAT/2 dated 24 February 2014) 

To strengthen the independence of the National Human Rights Committee by limiting the role of government appointees

To address the issue of the election of women to parliament (the Shura Council) as raised in paragraph 9 of document No  A/HRC/WG.6/19/QAT/3 dated 7 February 2014

To ratify the human rights treaties listed in section I A of the compilation of the OHCHR (document A/HRC/WG.6/19/QAT/2 dated 24 February 20149 notably the ICCPR, ICESCR,  the ICRMW, as also the respective optional protocols to the CAT, ICCPR, CRC, the CRPD and CEDAW.

I thank you Mr President

