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Thank you Mr. President,

The Republic of Macedonia would like to welcome the delegation of Portugal headed by HE Bruno Maçães, Secretary of State for European Affairs and HE Teresa Morais, Secretary of State of Parliamentary Affairs and Equality and to thank them for the presentation of their national report. 
We commend Portugal’s ratification of important international documents since their first UPR in 2009, as well as the Government’s cooperation with international treaty bodies and welcome Portugal’s track-record of cooperating fully with the UN Special Procedures. 
We note with appreciation the establishment of the Portuguese National Human Rights Committee and its efforts in increasing cohesion between civil society organizations and government entities, as well as its contribution toward the timely submission of national implementation reports to the UN Treaty Bodies. 
The Republic of Macedonia appreciates the efforts of Portugal to promote the social, economic and cultural rights of persons, nationally and internationally. 

We commend Portugal’s creation of the Social Emergency Plan, launched in October 2011, with an emphasis on families, children, the elderly and persons with disabilitiess, despite the austerity measures undertaken in response to the economic crisis. 
The Republic of Macedonia welcomes the revision of article 246 of the Criminal Code in order to tackle discrimination as well as Portugal’s moves to classify acts of discrimination, racism and incitement to racial hatred as prioritized crime cases. However, we believe there is room for improvement in terms of the practical effectiveness and implementation of the anti-discrimination policies. 
We would like to ask the following Qs:

What specific policies has Portugal established or are being planned to enable Portugal to cope with the increasing number of asylum applications and refugees? 
Concerning the National Strategy for the Integration of Roma Communities, we would like to learn more about its practical implementation and target areas.

The Republic of Macedonia would like to recommend that Portugal: 
· Increase support for the Commission for Equality and Against Racial Discrimination.
· Continue promoting gender equality in order to explicitly eliminate all forms of discrimination against women.
· Further ameliorate the integration process of immigrants and combat all forms of discrimination against them.

Thank you, Mr. President. 
