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I thank you Mr President for the opportunity to address this session.

Ghana welcomes the distinguished delegation of Ethiopia and commends their commitment to the UPR Mechanism while wishing them success.
Ghana would like to make the following recommendations.

Ghana commends the significant progress achieved by Ethiopia under its  the Growth and Transformation Plan (CTP) 2010-2015, and recommends that it ensures that no segment of the population feels marginalized or left behind in the development process

Ghana commends Ethiopia for hosting thousands of refugees and recommends however that it addresses the concerns raised by the UNHCR as reflected in the documents before this session

 To decriminalize defamation

To issue standing invitation to all special procedures

To ratify the international human rights treaties listed in section I A of the compilation of the OHCHR (document A/HRC/WG.6/19/ETH/2 dated 12 February 2014) in particular the ICRMW, the Rome Statute on the ICC, the UNESCO Convention on Non Discrimination in Education as well as the four respective optional protocols to the CAT, the CEDAW, the CRC , the ICCPR, and the CPRD

To establish an independent national Human Rights Institution in full compliance with the Paris Principles

What steps are being taken by Ethiopia to submit the second report to the Human Rights Committee due in July 2014 and its second report its CAT due in December 2014 

I thank you Mr President

