STATEMENT BY ZIMBABWE ON THE OCCASION OF THE UPR OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA :  09:00 – 12:30 HOURS, 6 MAY 2014
Mr President,

Zimbabwe warmly welcomes and thanks the delegation of Ethiopia on their comprehensive report on the implementation of the recommendations the country accepted during its first cycle review.  The report chronicles the progress that has been achieved in the period under review, which we find commendable.

The adoption of the National Human Rights Action Plan is one successful measure that has laid the foundation for the enhancement of the country’s efforts.   In addition, the country adopted policies and strategies designed to enhance economic development, social justice and good governance, including in the criminal justice system.   The creation of the Institution of the Ombudsman has greatly contributed to the strengthening of good governance.

Ethiopia has demonstrated commitment to the full realisation of economic, social and cultural rights as can be evidenced by its adoption of programmes to ensure food security, potable water supply, equitable and quality education and health care.  The promulgation of the National Action Plan on Gender and Development aimed at combating discrimination against women has contributed to the empowerment of women, including enhancing their participation in political and decision making processes.
The country’s human rights education and awareness programme has helped to empower human rights practitioners such as prosecutors, police, prison administrators and members of the military.  This has been complemented by the translation of international human rights instruments into different national languages.

Regarding international legal obligations and commitments, Ethiopia has ratified the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  Moreover, the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Association and Assembly and on Torture and the Independent Expert on Foreign Debt visited the country during the period under review.

Zimbabwe calls on Ethiopia to:

· Strengthen its pro-poor policies, projects and programmes to ensure that benefits accrue to all sections of the population, especially the most marginalised; and 

· Strengthen its criminal justice system to ensure easy and fair accessibility to all citizens.

I thank you, Mr President.
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