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I thank you Mr President for the opportunity to address this session.

Ghana welcomes the distinguished delegation of Equitorial Guinea and commends its commitment to the UPR mechanism and wish them success. 

We applaud measures taken to improve and expand infrastructure for water, roads and electricity for rural communities and also supports Equitorial Guinea’s call for international support to fulfill the objectives of the National Economic and Social Development Plan for Horizon 2020.
Ghana would like to make the following recommendations for the consideration of Equitorial Guinea:

1. to continue to take measures to implement the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on Torture and the Working Group on Arbitrary detention ‘to fully afford detained immigrants ….the right to contact their consular representatives’

2. To ratify  a) the Rome Statute on the International Criminal Court, b) the International Convention on the Rights of All Migrants and Members of Their Families, c) . The Genocide Convention , d)  and the UNESCO Convention on Non-Discrimination in Education

3. To issue standing invitation to all special procedures 

4. To cooperate with all treaty bodies including submitting its initial report to the Committee  against Torture which has been overdue since 2003

5. to implement effectively the National Plan for Education for All and take urge steps to address the root causes of the high dropout rate for girls about which the Government of Equitorial Guinea’s has also expressed serious concern in its national report.
6. To ensure the establishment and independence of a National Human Rights Institution in full compliance with the Paris Principles. Ghana would be grateful to know the role played by the National Human Rights Institution in the training and  public awareness campaigns organized by the Human Rights Department attached to the Office of the President

I thank you Mr President

