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Universal Periodic Review of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea
5 May 2014

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia warmly welcomes the delegation of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, headed by Mr Alfonso Nsue Mokuy, Third Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Human Rights to its second UPR.
Although we note the detailed national report prepared by the authorities, we regret the fact that consultations with civil society members have been merely modest.
While welcoming the continuous interaction of the Government with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Estonia would like to urge the Government to commence and pursue cooperation with all special procedures and relevant treaty bodies, including by extending to the former a standing invitation.
Estonia commends the fact that an anti-corruption prosecutor’s office has been established within the judiciary. At the same time, we note the need to take steps to ensure the independence of the judicial system. Among others, we are concerned about the fact that the Head of the State is the constitutional guarantor of the independence and functionality of the judiciary.
Estonia further encourages authorities to work towards guaranteeing gender equality and women’s rights, taking steps to eliminate forced and early marriage, and to continue fighting against polygamy, domestic violence and all forms of sexual abuse of women and girls.
Estonia would like to recommend to the Government of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea the following:
- to fully enforce the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and to accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR-OP2);
- to accede to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and to the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Court (APIC);
- to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OP-CRC-AC);
- to ratify the Optional Protocol Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OP-CAT).
We wish the Republic of Equatorial Guinea every success in this UPR and in its work towards better protection of human rights for all in the country.
Thank you!
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