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: L1thuama welcomes the esteemed de]ega’mon of the Democra‘ue Repubhe of the Congo and thanks
¢ for the 111format1ve Natlona] Report - »

'L1thuama remains concerned about ‘the magmtude and the brutallty of rape in the DRC and that

sexual violence is used as a weapon of war by all partres involved in the conflict. We welcome steps - - h

“undertaken by the DRC to combat sexual violence, in partlcu]ar ttie National Strategy against .
L gender-based violence as well as-the recent Joint Commumque between the Government and the
“United Nations on the Fight against Sexual Violence in. Conflict. We further recommend to the
DRC in line with UN Security: Council resolutions 1325 and 1820 1) to develop effective

E meohanlsms to prevent séxual and. gender-based violence, -2) to increase medical, judicial,

" psychologloal and Socioeconomic support- to victims of sexual violence, 3) to strengthen the -
capacities of judicial institutions in order to bring those responsible of sexual Vlolenee to Justlce and
4)to’ ensure access to _]ustlce and full reparatlon for v1ct1ms and survrvors '

The reported recrultment and use of ohaIdren by armed forces and armed groops remains also of
great concern. In this regard, we recommend to the DRC 1) to take immiediate measures in order-to
“comply fully with the OP-CRC-AC; and 2)to nnplement the. Aetlon Plan to end the recrmtment and
- use of chlldren srgned Wrth the UN.in 2012 : : :

' Lastly, We note Wlﬂl concern that the Government‘s comm11:rnent undertaken durmg the first UPR' L

" to abolish the death penalty has not been anlemented In thisregard, we recommend to the DRC:

= ‘to intensify its efforts to estabhsh a moratorium on the use of the: death ‘penalty with a view to

- abolition and in the meantime to immediately remove all prov151ons 1n natlonal faw which are 1n
. _breaoh of mternatlonal human rightslaw. - . : :

_Ithank youk -



