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STATEMENT BY EQTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO AT THE 197# SESSION OF
| THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

A | (29Apnl 2014 Geneva}
Mr. President, .

1. Botswana Warmly welcomes the delegatlon the Democratlc N
'Repubhc of Congo (DRC) to the1r second UPR and thank them' -

for the 1nformat1ve nat1ona1 report

2. - We commend the DRC for having taken a number of

. 1eg1slat1ve and 1nst1tut1ona1 reforms in relauon to the promotlon .

o and protect1on of human r1ghts smce the1r last review,

3. Notable is the DRCS 1mp1ementat10n of the laws enactedf'
‘pertammg to sexual Vlolenoe and the provision of h011st1c care to *

N V1ct1ms

4, We note Wlth sat1sfact1on progress made i in the DRC desp1te _

_pohtlca,‘l and economic challenges in addressmg human rlghts in
_educatlon, _health adm1n1strat10n of justice, ‘and 01V11 11bert1es
‘The adoptlon of a Nat1ona1 Strategy to Combat Sexual and

,‘ Gender Based Vlolenee in November 2009 is commendable

L 5 Desp1te these efforts We regret that the re occurrence of

armed conﬂlct in the DRC hanrmers progress made thus far 7

Restoratlon of peace and securlty in the DRC will boost nat1onal

_ef_forts 1nthe promotion and _protectmn of human rlgh_ts. __

sogse




6. Botswana makes the followmg two recommendatmns to the
Government of the DRC:

(i) take necessary :.-meastlres to ensure that 'ind‘ividuals -
| suspected bf- committing crimes under international law an'd,
other senous human r1ghts V1olat1ons are thoroughly

1nvest1gated and brought to Justme

- (ii) 1mplement the Rome Statute of the Internatlonal Cr1m1nal 1

Court in natmnal law

I'thank .3-7011!




