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Mr. President,

My delegation would like to commend the achievements made by Bhutan in its poverty eradication efforts as poverty rate has dropped from 23.3% in 2007 to 12% in 2012.

We further commend several programmes by the Government of Bhutan in providing free education from pre-primary to grade 10. We also congratulate Bhutan on its achieving the 2012 UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy.
We also note with appreciation the important legislative measures that Bhutan has taken to further enhance the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by the people.
Mr. President,   
My delegation would like to make the following recommendations for considerations by the delegation of Bhutan:

· To continue addressing the challenges in reducing Multi-Dimensional Poverty
· To further address the gender disparity in enrolment rates at the tertiary level

We wish Bhutan a great success. 
I thank you, Mr. President.
                                                                                                                                                      **************
