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Mr. President,

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the delegation of the Republic of Albania and thank them for the presentation of their comprehensive report. 

Croatia welcomes the ratification of many International Treaties and Conventions on human rights by the Government of the Republic of Albania as well as the good cooperation with the UN and regional human rights mechanisms. 

We would also like to welcome the judicial, public administration and parliamentary reform measures put forward in the country as well as the steps taken towards improving the efficiency of investigations and prosecutions on the ground. The Government’s efforts in the fight against corruption and organized crimes have also been duly noted.
We would like to commend Albania for enhancing the normative framework on the protection of human rights regarding the issue of discrimination, as well as the protection of the rights of the child, women’s rights, gender equality, domestic violence and trafficking in human beings, among others. 
We would like to encourage the Government to make further improvements in the area of the protection of victims of human trafficking as well as regarding the rights of the child. 

We have two recommendations:

1. Reinforce measures to protect victims of trafficking with due regard to the special situation of child victims, regardless of whether they have agreed to participate in judicial proceedings. 
2. Organize awareness raising campaigns on national level and especially in rural areas aimed at preventing violence against children at home and in all institutions in which children are present.
I would once again like to command the Government of the Republic of Albania for the progress achieved and wish you a successful review session.

Thank you. 

� EMBED CorelDRAW.Graphic.6 ���








[image: image2.wmf]_1427782279.unknown

