"PERMANENT MISSION OF NORWAY

STATEMENT
UPR of Yemen 29 January 2701 4. Norwegian' statement.

‘Norway would Ilke to thank the delegatlon of Yemen for the natlonal report
- of November 2013 and the presentatmn here today A challenglng period of -
transxtlon has taken place in Yemen since the last UPR session in 2009.
Norway we!comes the recent:ly conc!uded work of the Natlonal Dnalogue
(':onference, and commends the great number of women and youth having
particlpated We hope that human rights will be a wtal element of the
: upcommg elections and the work for a new Yemenl constltutlon

' Among issues’ of concern in Yemen are the frequent reports of
dlscrlmmation and wo!ence against women and chlldren

A !aw proposing a mmlmum marital age has been put forward, but is stlll to
be ratified by the Parllament We' recommend that the new law is adopted

| as a matter of urgency and that forced marriages are prohlblted in all
cases. We also recommend that Yemen refrains from sentencmg mmors to
death, in accordance with their mternatlonal treaty obllgatlons, and
ultlmately abollshes death penalty all together ‘

Norway befleves that the work performed by human rights defenders |s _
crucial and we are concerned with the slow progress in creatmg a Iegal
" framework that effectwely protects them. We contmue to receive reports
“of harassment and |nt|m|dat|on against human rlghts defenders, as well as |
agamst people expressmg thelr views in peaceful demonstratlons or in the
media. ' C

: Norway recommends that Yemenl Authorltles adopt approprlate measures
to dlssemmate widely and ensure full observance of the DeclaratEOn on .
- -I-luman Rights Defenders. ' '
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