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Estonia Warmly welcomes the delegation of fhe Former Yngos-la\'r Republic of Macedonia to

- the UPR’s 18th session. We thank you for the national report and for the additional information

provided today. We look forward to the successful cooperatlon between our countrles as |
members of the Human Rrghts Council:

'Estonia positively notes the ratification of several human rights instruments, inolnding the
~ Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (OP-
"ICESCR) and the Convention on the nghts of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its

Optronal Protocol (0OP).

We welcome the stock-taking repor_t on the Ohrid Framework Agreement and stress the
importance of continued efforts t_oeri_sure its full implementation. - "

' We take note of the progress aehleved in strengthemng the prmc1ples of fule of law and

encourage further efforts in this area. This includes effective implementation and enforcement of -
existing legal and polroy frameworks, as well as efforts to mtensrfy the fight against corruption. -

As regards the transparency, 1ndependenee and impartiality of the Judrcrary, issues highlighted in

the EU Progress Report for 201 3 must be addressed

'Estoma also reeommends further focus on media freedom where- international indicators are

noting backslide. We echo the coneems raised by UN Specral Rapporteur Frank La Rue and ~
encourage fostering a more inclusive atmosphere between the government and media. We

s welcome the recent agreement between the govemment and Journalr_sts on the way forward

regﬁardingmedia laws. Estonia positively notes the deerimina]ization of d'e_famari'on in 2012,

' Estonla Would hke to make the followmg reeommendatmns

. o eontlnue regular dialogue between the government and Journallsts in order to reach an

- ‘.'lra S

__agreernent on pending issues in the media sector,

" e to pay due attention to transparency issues of the ]udlelary

* . to take steps to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute

We wduld-like_to wish your delegation a successful review meeting.




