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Universal Periodic Review 18 - Afghanistan

Intervention by the Kingdom of the Net_h_erlahds
~ Mister President,

" The Netherlands would- Iike'to thank the d‘ele-gation'o'f Afghanistan for their national
statement. - | o -

The Netherlands welt:omes'the‘c‘o'mmit'me'nts made by the Afghan government in
the areas of rule of Iaw and human rights as key plllars for development m .
Afghanlstan The passmg of the law on the Ehmmatlon of Violence against Women '
in August 2009- and the reaffirmatlon of the commitments of the government
“towards human nghts and women 's nghts at the Tokyo Development Conference |n
'July 2012 are steps in the rlght direction,

However S|gn1flcant gaps’ remaln notably in the promotlon and protectlon of
~ women's rights and transitional Justice Therefore, the Netherlands encourages

. Afghanistan to further enhance humanr-lghts,,espemally 1n these flelds.

' The Netherlands has two recommendations:
1. to enable and support the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission to
~ continue its work as an effective and independent institution, including a
| transparent selection process of Commissioners, ancl by adequately funding

. the Commission on a permanent ba3|s

2. to ensLlrea nationalr mechanism for transitional justice and natlon-al
reconciliation, starting with the immediate release of_-the conflict mapping
report of the Human Rights Commission and adeqtlate security assistance for
its staff. o B - |

' Thank you Mister President.




