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Thank you Mr Preéident,

The Maldives warmly welcomes the distfnguished delegation of Afghanistan and express its
appreciatipn for the Government of Afghanistan’s engagement with the UPR process.

The Maldives takes positive. note of the progress made by the Government of Afghanistan in
treaty reporting and reviewing of legislations in the country. We also look forward to the
adoption and implementation of policies relating to Law of Social Protéction, an important
legislature to the promotion and protection of human rights in the country. ‘ '

Mr?résident', _
The Maldives would like to make the folloWing recommendations: -

1. To allow journalisfs, human rights:d'efenders alnéng all others to exercise the right to
freedom of expression. . . ' - ‘

2. To St_rengthen legislatilre and enforcement of law to end viclence against women and
promotion and protection of human rights of women and girls. -

The Maldives urges the State under re\}iew to cbmbly with its obligatit)ns under CEDAW, lt_'
* encourages Afghanistan to continue its efforts.to improve the situation of children, forced
labor, accessibility to education for the disabled and those living as IDPs.. .

~ The Maldives notes the challenges faced by the Government of Afghanistan in addressing
some of the human riglits issues in the country, , and calls on all stakeholders — including the
Government, private sector and international community fo continue to increase their efforts
for progress in the country. The Maldives takes this opportunity to commend the delegation of
- Afghanistan for their engagement with the Council, the OHCHR and Special Procedures.

. We.wish the brotherly people of Afghanistan, a peaceful, free and fair upcoming' Presidential -
- Elections. o : ' ‘ , 7

- \lthank you Mr President,




