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Mister President,
Germany commends the distinguished delegation of Senegal for the progress made, including the successful steps taken towards the eradication of FGM in rural areas. In this regard, is the Government expanding its programs to semi-urban areas?
Will the planned Children’s Code contain a standardized definition of the child as a person up to the age of 18 and will regulations in the Family Code be updated in order to ensure that the minimum age of marriage is 18 years? 

Germany would like to offer the following recommendations to the government of Senegal:

1) to run public awareness programs on the harmful consequences of child marriages and to ensure that girls victims of early or forced marriages have access to education,

2) to ensure that children with disabilities are protected from all forms of violence and receive suitable inclusive education and training,

3) to accelerate the Daara modernization program in order to contribute to the eradication of the worst forms of child labor and to ensure the enforcement of relevant national laws criminalizing the organization of begging activities,

4) to address the pattern of systematic violations of human rights of sexual minorities and all related impunity issues and to de-criminalize homosexuality. Senegal should establish a de-facto moratorium on Article 319 of the Penal code, and ensure that the Code is not used as basis for arbitrary arrests by the police. 

Thank you, Mr. President.

Question submitted in advance:
1. Senegal has developed a National Strategy for Social Protection to strengthen legal measures for the protection of children. We would like to ask the government to provide more information on the legislation in question with regard to the implementation of the rights of all persons up to 18 years of age, including girls, children with disabilities, children affected by HIV/AIDS and street children.  

2. In 2009, the government accepted recommendations from the international community to effectively combat human trafficking, to protect child victims of sexual exploitation and to prevent abuse of girls as domestic servants. Since then, Senegal has initiated a support fund for local initiatives supporting children and their families, established in 2010 as part of the fight against the exploitation and sexual abuse of girls, including domestic workers for projects on prevention, protection, removal and reintegration of vulnerable children. Moreover, discussions were initiated in 2011 with State actors, women’s trade unions and other social actors in order to improve the protection of girl domestic workers. However, reports indicate that there are still thousands of young female domestic workers who are frequently exposed to prostitution, exploitation, rape, unwanted teenage pregnancies and infanticide.
What concrete legislative measures have been implemented or will be implemented to ensure the protection of the human rights of girls and women working as domestic servants?
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