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German questions and recommendations to

Nigeria
German National Statement

Mister President,

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the delegation of Nigeria and thank the state for the submission of its comprehensive report.

Germany is particularly concerned that there continue to be reports of torture, extra-judicial killings, arbitrary detentions and other widespread human rights violations committed by armed forces in the combat of crime and terrorism. 

Germany would like to submit the following recommendations to the Government of Nigeria:

1) To ensure that training of all military and security personnel does include a human rights component and that respect and protection of human rights during service is ensured and monitored. 
2) To urgently address the issue of impunity by strengthening the rule of law, including through a review of the judicial system. 
3) In view of the alarming situation in prisons, to review conditions in detention facilities, including the behavior of police officers working in them, and to develop options for the improvement of the prison system, including how to tackle the problem of overcrowding.
4) To better protect the rights of ethnic and other minorities, including so called “settlers”, in particular their rights of citizenship and indigenous rights, and to ensure their equal and non-discriminatory treatment in the whole country
5) And to reinstate the moratorium on the death penalty. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
Question submitted in advance to Nigeria: 

1. According to Nigeria’s national report, the government has zero tolerance for any form of cruelty such as ill treatment and extra-judicial killings. Accordingly, it introduced a Code of Conduct for Police Personnel which provides guidelines on the use of force by Police personnel and has set up the National Committee on Torture (NCOT) as a national mechanism to investigate allegations of torture, extra-judicial executions and other unlawful killings.

à What measures does Nigeria take to ensure the implementation of the Code of Conduct? How many cases have been brought before the NCOT? Beyond these, what legal measures does the government intend to introduce to ensure that the prohibition of torture is respected by all representatives of public authorities? 

2.  In 2012, the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing sent a communication regarding the alleged forced eviction and demolition of an informal settlement in Lagos. According to the information received, on 16 July 2012, the Lagos State Government commenced the demolition of the Makoko Waterfront. Between 16 and 21 July, the Lagos State demolition squad, backed by heavily armed policemen, reportedly destroyed the homes and properties of the Makoko residents. At the time of the communication, over 30,000 residents – including women, children and the elderly – had allegedly lost their homes, and over 120,000 people faced imminent displacement. Currently, the request by the Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing to visit Nigeria is being processed. 

à What steps is Nigeria planning on taking to ensure that each person is guaranteed the enjoyment of their right to housing and an adequate standard of living? 
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