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17th session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group,
Geneva, UPR on Mexico 23 October 2013.
	Statement by Norway:




Thank you Mr. President, 

Norway welcomes the national report presented by the Mexican Delegation.
We are encouraged by the enactment of Mexico’s constitutional reform on Human Rights
, and the adoption of the new law protecting journalists and human rights defenders. However, threats and violence against this group persists and perpetrators largely go unpunished. 

· We recommend that Mexico ensures an effective implementation of the Protection Mechanism with properly managed funds and trained human resources and that Mexico investigates and prosecutes reported threats, attacks and disappearances.
We are further concerned about serious human rights violations against a large number of undocumented migrants that pass through Mexico each year. 

· We recommend that Mexico creates a database of disappeared and missing migrants, and that all authorities cooperate to prevent and punish crimes against this group.

Norway welcomes the adoption of the new federal law on human trafficking.
 However, the law does not provide any funding for the federal human trafficking prosecutors. 
· We recommend that Mexico increases funding for federal human trafficking prosecutors and take steps to end the impunity for public officials complicit in human trafficking. 

The protection of the rights of indigenous peoples differs greatly between states.

· We recommend that Mexico ensures prior consultations with indigenous communities in accordance with the International Labor Organizations Convention No. 169, and that Mexico improves this group’s access to housing, healthcare, education and water.

Thank you
� Approved 18 May, enacted 10 June 2011, the Reform amended 11 articles of the Mexican Constitution.


� Ley General para prevenir, sancionar y erradicar los delitos en materia de trata de personas y para la protección y asistencia a las víctimas de estos delitos (Nueva Ley DOF 14-06-2012).
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