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17th session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group,
Geneva, UPR on Malta 30 October 2013.
	Statement by Norway:




Norway appreciates the presentation of Malta’s national report, demonstrating the country’s dedication to the UPR process. 

During the UPR in 2009 Malta was recommended to provide for arrangements for same-sex couples to enjoy the rights and obligations enjoyed by heterosexual couples. We therefore appreciate the Maltese government’s Civil Liberties Law, presented earlier this month to Parliament, which will allow same-sex partners to enter into a civil union carrying the same rights and obligations as a civil marriage. We recommend Malta to adopt further measures to combat all forms of discrimination, including discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.
The Council of Europe's Committee for the Prevention of Torture recommended in 2011 that measures should be taken to improve the conditions for detained foreign nationals under the Immigration Act. UNHCR has also indicated it will present a set of specific proposals for improvements to the asylum system. Norway is well aware that the immigration level is a serious challenge and we recognize the efforts undertaken by Malta. We do, however, recommend that further efforts should be taken to improve the detention regime and ask the Maltese Government to take into consideration the recommendations in the UNCHR Position Paper. 

Norway also recommends that the Maltese Government ensures that unaccompanied migrant children receive free legal representation.  
At the UPR in 2009 the Maltese delegation referred to a move towards the concept of a correctional facility as a place of reform and therapy rather than of punishment. There have, however, been presented reports after the last UPR raising concerns over the conditions at the Corradino Correctional Facility. We recommend that Malta strengthens the efforts to ensure that the conditions in detention centers meet international standards.
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