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Mr. President,

: Let me thank the delegatron of Israel for presentmg an update on the human -

rrghts srtuatron in their country. I also thank Israel for the submlssron of a
very substantive and detalled natlonal report

h We thmk itis 1mp0rtant to have the Israeh views and posmons represented;
‘and clearly Spelled out in the UN’s Human Rights Council. That is why we
have eneourage_d Isracl to resume full_ cooperation wrthrthe Council and

* special procedure mandate holders. Hung'a;ry‘ is convinced that Israel has

much more to gain than to Jose from takmg this step. We are heartened by
the fact that Israel has never ceased to cooperate with human rights treaty
bodies and. hope that all reports will be submitted and cor151dered as

- scheduled. .

M. President_,' .

We have carefulrlly_‘.-noted_ that Tsracl has acceded to a number of important
human rights treaties. Ne-vertheless, there ar_e a few gaps and in this r_espect
Hungary recommends the ratification of the Optional 'Prot_ocol to the ~
Convention against Torture (OP-CAT) and, although not a human rights _
instrument per se, of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Coutt.




M. President,

Hungary is convmced that Israel’s democratlc 1nst1tut1ons and processes are.
“¢capable of dealmg with human rights challenges 'A number of these have
‘been pointed out by treaty bodles and spec1a1 procedure mandate holders in
'the past. : = ‘

We Would only hke to h1ghhght the 1mp01“£a11ce of the protectlon of the
: rlghts of minorities, in partlcular rehglous minorities and of the protectlon__
and preservation of their plaees of worship throughout Israel Freedom of
movement and access to these s1tes is-also a matter of concern. In ‘this -
-regard, the natmnal report gives a useful- account of Israell practlces and "
efforts, which we commend. Nevertheless, we would like to enquire whether
any Ieglslatlve or other steps are foreseen to 1mprove further the current
‘ ‘Sltuatlon ‘ S : , _

- Thank you!




