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Statement by AUSTRIA

Mr. President,

Austria welcomes the delegation of Israel to the UPR and thanks them for their
report, while expressing our dlsappomtment over the delay in thelr cooperation with
the UPR mechanism.

We note with appreciation that Israel has ratified most international human rights
treaties and welcome in particular the ratification of the CRPD following the first
round of the UPR. Could the Government explain its plans for further ratifications,
especially with regard to the Convention on Enforced Disappearances, the Rome
Statute of the ICC and the Additional Protocols 1 and Il of the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 19497

At lIsrael's first UPR examination, Austria made recommendations regarding the -
discrimination of Arab Israeli citizens and the protection of human rights defenders.
Both recommendations' were not accepted How has the Governments- position
evolved in this regard?

Austria offers the foIEowihg recommendations to the Government of Israel:

« Ratify the Convention on Enforced Disappearances, OP-CAT, the Rome Statute -
of the ICC and the Additional Protocols | and 1l of the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949;

s Make the declarations under articles 21 and 22 of the CAT and withdraw your
reservation with regard to article 20 of CAT, as recommended by the Committee;

We would also like to re-iterate our recommendations from the first round of the UPR:

s |ncrease efforts to implement the recommendations of treaty bodies and include
general non—dlscrlmlnation provisicns for all israeh citizens in the framework of
basic law;

o Ensure that human rights defenders are able to ciar‘ry out their legitimate work in

- asecure and free environment. :
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