
[image: image1.png]



United Nations Human Rights Council

17th Session of the UPR Working Group

Geneva, 22 October 2013


---

German questions and recommendations to

China 

by

H.E. Ambassador Hanns H. Schumacher

Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of Germany

to the United Nations

Mister President,
Germany appreciates the enormous economic progress China has made since the beginning of the reform and opening policy and believes that its efforts to ensure effective human rights protection need to keep pace. Germany takes note of the many legislative and administrative improvements that have been achieved since the latest UPR, inter alia in the area of criminal justice. On the other hand, Germany remains concerned about a number of issues and would like to offer the following recommendations to the Government of the PRC: 

1.
to reform legislation and law enforcement practice with a view to ensuring freedom of opinion and expression, including on the internet.

2.
to further reduce the number of crimes carrying the death penalty, publish figures on death verdicts and executions and inform a public debate with a view to a moratorium and eventual abolition;

3.      to refrain from impeding the participation of civil society in the UPR preparatory process, in particular by guaranteeing the right to freedom of peaceful assembly.

4.
to ensure full participation of members of ethnic minorities in political and economic decisions concerning them and to address grievances.  Furthermore, unhindered access to all minority areas, including Tibet, should be a matter of course;
5.
to continue the reform of the criminal justice system, in particular to abolish Reeducation through Labour, establish effective mechanisms to prevent torture, and guarantee immediate information of relatives about arrests as well as effective legal representation and remedies for detainees; 

6.
to guarantee freedom of religion and belief and enjoyment of all human rights without discrimination to all persons, including members of religious minorities not organized in officially recognized churches;

I thank you Mister President.

Submitted advance questions:

1) How did China involve civil society in the preparation of its National Report in the Universal Review Process? What measures did China take to support and promote participation of civil society in the Process, including in the Working Group session in Geneva?

2) What progress has China made in implementing its pledge made during the 1st cycle of the Universal Periodic Review to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights?
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