" Universal Periodie Review Werking 'Grorlp' — 17th Session o

~ Universal Perlodlc Revrew of Chad

Statement by Australia

~ Australia acknowledges the efforts by Chad to strengthen protectron of women’s rlghts

including by adopting a national policy on gender and establishing a national strategy
and campaign to combat gender violence. However, Australia remains concerned by

‘reports that rape and other forms of violence against women and girls remains
) 'w1despread Australia recommends that Chad continue to increase its efforts to

prevent violence against women and conduct thorough, prompt mvestlgatmns into

“all reports of v1olence against women and end lmpunlty for these crimes.

Austra]la weicomes PreSIdent Deby’s 10 October directive that clearly stlpu]ated the
ment of children as illegal and specified punishment for-recruiters. Australia.
g at Chad continue efforts to end child recruitment by the national -
armed‘fﬁrees and all non-state armed groups. :

Australla acknowledges the 1mp0rtant role played by civil society, Joumallsts and

. opposition parties in Chad, including their role in enlarging the space for democratic

debate and governance. We recommend Chad ensure the freedoms of expression and

- . opinion are respected including in its consnderatmn of the draft media laws

eurrently before the Parhament

Australia we]comes the unofficial moratorrum on the’ death penalty in place in Chacl
since 2003. Australia recomimends that Chad abolish the death penalty for all
crimes and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the Internatmnal Covenant on
Civil and Polltlcal Rights (ICCPR) :
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